
Criteria for Completing an Application to the 

Health Care Improvement Grant Program 

United Hospital Fund 
Purpose

The United Hospital Fund awards Health Care Improvement Grants to develop and evaluate innovative health care projects and conduct research and analysis of significant health systems issues that will shape the future of health care in New York City.  The grants are intended to increase access to and use of appropriate, high quality, and efficient health care services, especially for low-income and other vulnerable persons.  

Issue Areas

Applications for Health Care Improvement Grants should address one of the following four issue areas:

· Expanding health insurance coverage 

· Strengthening health care finances 

· Improving quality of care 

· Redesigning health care services 

Projects for which funding is requested should test innovative or creative responses to an important aspect of one of these issues.  They also should yield information and lessons of significance to a broader community of health care providers and policymakers.  Funding is also provided for projects that strengthen voluntarism through a separate RFP process.
Evaluation Criteria

Applications for Health Care Improvement Grants will be evaluated in terms of:
· Potential to stimulate significant change in the provision of health care in New York City
· Innovative qualities of the proposed project

· Project feasibility and likelihood of success

· Ability to document, measure, and disseminate project achievements

· Soundness of proposed project management and staff

· Ability of applicant to provide partial project financing, in-kind organizational support, and on-going funding at the completion of the project

· Potential for project replication

Applicant Requirements

Only not-for-profit organizations are eligible for Health Care Improvement Grants.  Qualifying organizations may submit only one application per grant cycle.  Applicants must complete the attached application form, which includes all necessary budget information.

Grant Funding
· Grants may be given in support of all or a portion of the direct costs of a project.
· Funds are not provided for overhead or other indirect costs.
· Funds are not available for general operating support.
· Funds are not available to pay for capital costs (such as construction, acquisition, or renovation of facilities).
· Funds are available for equipment expenses which are integral to the project, justified in the budget narrative, and do not exceed five percent of the total amount requested of the United Hospital Fund.
Performance Reporting
To help us evaluate Health Care Improvement Grants and share project results with relevant audiences, all funded projects are required to submit at least one interim report prior to the final summary assessment and report.  In the interim and final reports, grantees must provide an accurate accounting of expenses incurred and grant funds expended in carrying out the terms of the grant award.  Reporting forms can be downloaded from the Fund’s website.

Calendar

Health Care Improvement Grants are awarded three times per year. The proposal review process generally takes three months. Upcoming deadlines:  March 1, 2011, July 1, 2011.
For Help

For more information, contact Hollis Holmes, Grants Manager, United Hospital Fund, 1411 Broadway, 12th Floor, New York, NY, 10018-3496; call 212 494-0761; or e-mail hholmes@uhfnyc.org.
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